[Symptom validation: an overview].
When assessing mental disorders, there may appear different distortions of symptoms. Often patients exaggerate their complaints in order to achieve certain aims (e. g. retirement). Special symptom validity tests are therefore demanded as standard methods. These tests aim to verify the plausibility of the patient's symptoms, described at the assessment. This paper will give an overview of international and national research on symptom validation, manipulation of the test results, and coaching of patients.